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‘Don’t rush to

Easing of curbs should be slow

PUTRAJAYA: The natlonwide lock-
dawn may b resulled in o slight
decline in the number of Conid-19
tases, bt the government should
not rush o relaxing the stundard
npersting procedures (SOP). say
Deudth experts.

Malaysion Public 1sealth  Phy-
siciars Assoclation president Datuk
D Zasinal Aritfin Onnir sald witide the
result of the lockdown bad been
EOOOUTZING, any decision 1o kosen
restrictsons mast he made cutiously.

“lLers not rush 0 allow more
uctivitles, It has (o be done stowly
Instead, such us allowing longer
operating hours for tukeaways at
restaurants instead of wllowing
pasar malam (night markees) ar
schoals 10 reopen.

“We don't want a scenario where
ollowing mare sectors or actvitles
1o open will result tn an mcrease in
e number of Covid-19 cases and
the prospect of annther kckdown.”
he said when contatted.

The lockdown was enforced for
14 days from Jure 1 and the govern-
ment has onnounced o twoaveek
exrension until June 28.

Dr Zainal Ariffin said the lock.

down hod achieved is aun, but

ted out that there was “still o

& Wy (0 20 10 bring the nuinbers
o

“The government should also
ensure that Covid-19 screeningy
be capped ut 100,000 1o 120000
daity so thar any changes to the
number of posifive cuses are aclu-
al” he sabd.

According 10 the World Heslty
Organisation stindurd, between 10
and 30 tests are (0 be dane for each
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relax SOP’

and careful, say health experts

down restrictions must continue
and the authorities should adopt &
“find, teesd, trace, isolute and support
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Victor Hoe said llpm‘;! WErE [many
factors which the govermment
must consider before moking o
dectsion 1 rebax the SOP such as the
transmission rate, R-naught levels,
test positivity rate and number of

Cuses.

He nated thet present Covid-19
varlunts in Malaysia were very
Infectious

“After taking il these factors Into
consideration. the government
uhwld not rush into relaxing the

Prol Dr Moy Foong Mug from
Universiti  Malayas Soclal and
Preventive Medicine Degartment
sald the Delta varkant was more
Infectious and the authorities
should test all individuals who were
dmﬁen uggestod the RTR-

5 using A2
test, which is cheaper and faster in
zovmu results comnpared to the

“alste posiive

e and treat all he
cases. Then, we will not have
Asympromatic or pre-symproimaric
patients moving around corn
munity and infecting others unin-
tentionally.

“Vacoinution should also be given
as soon as supplies are avaflable”

list Asst Prof
d Tarban Rusli from

the one 1 dng
the n-movnl Foce masks m indoor
areas.” he ssid.

Prol Hoe sald that eurrent Covid-
19 developirents around the giobe
pointed 10 a rise of the Delta vari-
ant, which s & morve inlections
stradn of the virus.

“The situation is basically very
Quid, Uriiess the goveenyment
that cases have gone down, where
contaat racing s possible and the
walation of positive pativnts can be
dnne mare euecrmly then the

hould not be
taken 30 li.nulv. he sadd,

Meanwhile, 10 address the recent
surge in Covid-19 cases in Laboan.
health experts sad present Inck

International Ishunic University
Muloysia also gave similar sugges
tions, painting ow that the recent
surge i Labuan reflected the geo
m.cucal dynamics of the island.
said the hest way 1 address
dw Covid- 19 surze was to maintain
the lockdawn in Labuan.
“Shut all services. rope in :m
army for enfi and
com;

contact tracing,

borders of the island st
also be contralied 1o prevent any
breaches, while mass testing must
be done to exsure that all positive
cases are dotected early” said
Furhan, who & part of the M
Covid 19 Task Force comumitter

When asked to comunent on the
commencement of Phase Four of
the national anumupisation prog-
ramune, Prof Moy sald supplies
must be adequale so Thal vaccing.
thon for the vulnerable comsnunity
wruld not be affected.

“We need 10 protect these high-
sk groups so that they doo't get
infected and suffer serous symp-
tomns.” she said.

She noted that data provided by
<l|r ‘rhm:r 'Ihdmnlnn and
qul\an 11% of the t‘m'idﬂ\'a'
clives prdeced had been deliversd so
far.

~If vacrine supplies are slow,
arity should be given 1o the
risk groups for the above reasons,”
Prof Moy added.

Prof Farban concurred, saying
that the focus of man must
he placed on vaccinating the vul-
merable before Phuse Four com-
menced.

“Only aller these le have
been vagrinated can we roll out the
different mechianisms and plans, he
il ecnnamnic frontliners or whoever
itis

“Protect the most vulnerahle as
people in tis group are among the
many filling our 1CU wards and
hospitals,” he said.

On June 9, Scienee, Tochnology
and Tnpovation Minister Khairy
Jamakuddin told a press conference
that  Malaysia  would  receive
3,641,040 ses of the Pfizer-
RioNTech vaccine on June 10, which
equalled 8% of the pation's mtal
order af 448 milllon doses of vac-
cines,




